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SECTION 1: EXAM OVERVIEW

What is IELTS?

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) is a widely recognized English
language proficiency test accepted by universities and organizations worldwide. It is particularly
popular for UK, Canada, and Australia applications.

What is PTE?

PTE (Pearson Test of English) Academic is a computer-based English proficiency exam
accepted by universities globally. It is increasingly popular in the USA, Canada, Australia, and
the UK.

Key Advantages

* Widely accepted by universities and immigration authorities
* Comprehensive assessment of all language skills

* Valid for 2 years

* Multiple test dates available

* Fair assessment for non-native speakers



SECTION 2: IELTS vs PTE COMPARISON

Format Comparison

Aspect IELTS =

Duration 2 hours 45 min 3 hours

Format Paper or Computer Computer-based only
Scoring 1-9 band 10-90 score
Speaking Face-to-face with examiner Recorded (computer)

SECTION 3: EXAM FORMAT & STRUCTURE
IELTS Format

Listening (30 minutes)

* 4 sections with 40 questions total

» Section 1: Conversations (e.g., hotel booking)

* Section 2: Monologue (e.g., museum tour)

* Section 3: Academic discussion (e.g., student conversation)
+ Section 4: Lecture (academic content)

Reading (60 minutes)

* 3 passages (2,000+ words total)

* 40 questions total

* Question types: Multiple choice, True/False/Not given, Matching, Fill-in-the-blank
» Difficulty increases as you progress

Writing (60 minutes)

* Task 1 (20 minutes): Describe a chart, graph, or diagram (~150 words)
* Task 2 (40 minutes): Essay writing (~250 words)

Speaking (11-14 minutes)



Part 1: General conversation (4-5 minutes)
Part 2: Cue card topic (3-4 minutes)
Part 3: Discussion (4-5 minutes)

PTE Format

Speaking & Writing (77-93 minutes)

Read aloud: Short passages

Repeat sentence: Listen and repeat

Describe image: Describe graphs/charts
Re-tell lecture: Listen and retell

Answer short question: Quick answers

Essay: 200-300 words

Summarize written text: Condense paragraphs

Reading & Writing (32-40 minutes)

Multiple choice: 2-3 questions
Re-order paragraphs: Arrange in correct order
Fill in the blanks: Multiple choice or typed

Listening (45-57 minutes)

Summarize spoken text: Listen and write summary
Multiple choice: 2-3 questions

Fill in the blanks: Type missing words

Highlight correct summary

Match lists

SECTION 4: LISTENING MODULE STRATEGIES

IELTS Listening Tips

11. Pre-listening: Read questions carefully before audio starts

12. Predict keywords and vocabulary

13. Focus on first instance for answers
14. Watch for spelling (names, places)



15. Note numbers, dates, and prices carefully
16. Transfer answers within the 10-minute time provided

PTE Listening Tips

17. Summarize spoken text: Note key ideas, not word-for-word
18. Build good typing speed to manage time

19. Practice homophones and similar-sounding words

20. Use abbreviations to write faster

21. Don't worry about perfect grammar in summaries

Common Listening Mistakes

» Losing focus after one difficult question

* Focusing on individual words instead of overall meaning
* Not pre-reading questions

* Misspelling answers

* Missing synonyms (same meaning, different words)

SECTION 5: READING MODULE STRATEGIES

IELTS Reading Techniques

22. Skimming: Quickly scan for main ideas (1-2 minutes per passage)

23. Scanning: Find specific information (numbers, names, dates)

24. Underline keywords in questions before reading

25. Look for synonym matches (words with similar meaning)

26. Manage time: 20 minutes per passage

27. True/False/Not Given: Distinguish carefully (read for exact statements)

PTE Reading Strategies

28. Multiple choice: Eliminate wrong answers first

29. Re-order paragraphs: Look for transition words and topic continuity
30. Fill in blanks: Use context clues

31. Grammar matters less than in IELTS writing

Question Type Strategies



* Multiple Choice: Read all options; underline key differences
* Matching Headings: Match main idea, not specific details

* Fillin Blanks: Check grammar and word form

+ Sentence Completion: Paraphrase awareness is key

» Short Answer: Use words from the passage

SECTION 6: WRITING MODULE STRATEGIES

IELTS Writing Task 1 (Descriptive)

32. Identify the chart type (pie, bar, line, table, diagram)
33. Write 150+ words (min requirement)

34. Structure: Introduction — Overview — Details

35. Don't interpret; describe objectively

36. Use comparative language (‘whereas', '‘compared to')
37. Time allocation: 20 minutes

IELTS Writing Task 2 (Essay)

38. Write 250+ words

39. Structure: Introduction — Body 1 — Body 2 — Conclusion
40. Take a clear position on the topic

41. Support with examples and evidence

42. Use linking words: 'Furthermore’, 'However', 'In conclusion'
43. Maintain formal tone

44. Time allocation: 40 minutes

PTE Writing: Essay

45. Write 200-300 words

46. Grammar and spelling are heavily marked

47. Proofread carefully (auto-checked by system)
48. Use varied vocabulary and sentence structures

Common Writing Mistakes

* Not meeting word count
» Poor paragraph structure
* Repetitive vocabulary



* Grammar errors
+  Off-topic writing
* No clear opinion/answer to the question

SECTION 7: SPEAKING MODULE STRATEGIES

IELTS Speaking Part 1 (Introduction)

49. Duration: 4-5 minutes

50. Answer personal questions (name, hometown, hobbies)

51. Give full sentence answers (not yes/no)

52. Maintain natural conversation

53. Example: 'Where are you from?' — 'I'm from Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal. It's a
beautiful city known for its historic temples and mountains in the background.'

IELTS Speaking Part 2 (Cue Card)

54. Duration: 3-4 minutes (1 min to prepare + 2-3 min to speak)

55. Receive a cue card with a topic (person, place, thing, experience)

56. Have 1 minute to take notes, then speak for 2-3 minutes

57. Structure: Describe what it is — When/where — Why/how — Your feelings
58. Speak fluently and cover all bullet points

IELTS Speaking Part 3 (Discussion)

59. Duration: 4-5 minutes

60. Abstract questions related to Part 2 topic
61. Provide detailed explanations

62. Use examples and reasons

PTE Speaking Tasks

* Read aloud: Pronounce clearly; use natural rhythm

* Repeat sentence: Listen carefully; repeat exactly

» Describe image: Speak for 40 seconds; organize info logically
» Re-tell lecture: 40 seconds; capture main points

* Answer short question: Quick, clear answers



Speaking Evaluation Criteria

Fluency & Coherence: Speaking without long pauses
Pronunciation: Clear, correct accent

Lexical Resource: Varied vocabulary

Grammar Accuracy: Correct structures

SECTION 8: STUDY SCHEDULE & TIMELINE

12-Week Intensive Preparation Plan

Weeks 1-4: Foundation

Take diagnostic test to identify weak areas
Study 3 hours daily

Focus on grammar and vocabulary building
Learn test format and strategies

Practice 1 full reading/listening test weekly

Weeks 5-8: Skill Development

Study 4 hours daily

Focus on weak areas identified in Week 1
Practice full practice tests (2x weekly)
Speaking: Record yourself and self-assess
Writing: Get feedback on essays

Weeks 9-12: Final Polish

Study 3-4 hours daily

Full practice tests: 3-4x weekly

Time management: Practice completing within time limits
Final week: Light review and rest

Daily Study Routine

Morning (1 hour)

Vocabulary building (20 min)
Listening practice (40 min)



Afternoon (1-2 hours)

* Reading practice (45 min)
*  Grammar review (30 min)

Evening (1-2 hours)

+  Writing practice (45-60 min)
» Speaking practice (30-45 min)

SECTION 9: RESOURCES & PRACTICE MATERIALS

Official Resources

+ |ELTS Official: ielts.org (practice tests, sample questions)
» PTE Official: pearsonpte.com (mock exams)
+ Cambridge English: cambridgeenglish.org

Useful Websites

« BBC Learning English

» British Council English Learning

» Listening English (YouTube channels)

+ Khan Academy for academic vocabulary

Mobile Apps

» |ELTS Listening Practice

* ETS Prep (TOEFL equivalent)
» Vocabulary Builder apps

« |ELTS Word Power

» Official IELTS Practice Tests (1-18)
+ PTE Official Practice Tests
* Barron's IELTS Superpack
+ Target Band 7: IELTS Writing Guide



SECTION 10: TEST DAY TIPS & FINAL REMINDERS

Before the Test

63. Get good sleep (7-8 hours) the night before

64. Eat healthy breakfast

65. Arrive early (15-30 minutes before start time)
66. Bring required documents (ID, admission letter)
67. Review your target band score for motivation

During the Test

68. Read instructions carefully

69. Manage time strictly—don't spend too long on one question
70. Answer every question (guess if unsure)

71. Check spelling and grammar in written responses

72. Stay calm if you encounter difficult questions

After the Test

73. Results: IELTS (13-15 days), PTE (1-5 days)
74. If not satisfied, retake (no limit on attempts)
75. Send scores to universities

Target Score Guide

* |ELTS 6.5-7.0: Most universities (Masters)
* |ELTS 7.5+: Top universities

 PTE 65-75: Masters programs

* PTE 79+: Top universities

Final Motivation

Remember: Thousands of non-native speakers score high on IELTS and PTE every year. Your
success depends on consistent practice and strategic preparation. You've got this! Stay
focused, stay positive, and give your best effort.



